
AS English II
Summer Reading Assignment

Welcome to AS English II!

Menlo-Atherton’s AS English II course focuses on developing skills in critical thinking, nuanced
reading and writing, and clear communication. Students who enroll in the course should be
prepared to work to improve these skills through focused reading of multiple rigorous texts
throughout the year. The summer reading assignment for AS English II serves as a bridge
between freshman year English and sophomore year English. AS English II teachers will use
these texts to introduce topics and skills that will be critical for success in the course.

We know that the 2020-2021 school year was an anomalous time for all students and that
Distance Learning presented some unique challenges in preparation for AS English II. As such, it
is even more imperative that all students complete the summer reading assignment so that AS
English II classes can start on the same page.

This year, students have a choice of ONE of three books. All books present a setting that is
critical to the development of the story and that is integral to the challenges the characters face.

As you read your summer reading book, please focus on:
● the characters and their developments
● their individual challenges both on a microcosmic, individual, scale and a macrocosmic,

world-wide, scale
● the role of the setting in the novel
● the author’s purpose and the thematic ideas that the novels present

Students can expect a test and a writing assignment on the summer reading in the first
week of the course.

All books are available at Kepler’s Bookstore (links provided with book descriptions), which is
currently processing and shipping online orders. The team has communicated versions of books
to Kepler’s and they can ensure students get correct copies. Books are also available at other
local retailers and online.

https://www.keplers.com/


Novel Brief Descriptions (from back covers)

The Martian
By Andy Weir

ISBN: 978-0553418026

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on
Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there.

After a dust storm forces his crew to evacuate the planet while thinking him
dead, Mark finds himself stranded on Mars’s surface, with no way to signal
Earth that he’s alive. And even if he could get work out, his supplies would be
gone years before a rescue could arrive.

Chances are, though, Mark won't have time to starve to death. The damaged
machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old “human error” are much
more likely to kill him first.

Armed with nothing but his ingenuity, his engineering skills -- and a gallows
sense of humor that proves to be his greatest source of strength -- Mark
embarks on a dogged quest to stay alive. But will his resourcefulness be
enough to overcome the impossible odds against him?

The Night Tiger
By Yangsze Choo

ISBN: 978-0553418026

Quick-witted, ambitious Ji Lin is stuck as an apprentice dressmaker,
moonlighting as a dance-hall girl to help pay off her mother’s mahjong debts.
But when one of her dance partners accidentally leaves behind a gruesome
souvenir, Ji Lin plunges into a dark adventure. Chinese houseboy Ren also has
a secret, a promise he made to find his dead master’s severed finger and bury it
with his body. Ren has forty-nine days, or his master’s soul will wander
forever.

As the days tick by, a series of unexplained deaths rack the district, along with
whispers about men who turn into tigers. Ji-Lin’s and Ren’s increasingly
dangerous paths crisscross through lush plantations, hospital storage rooms,
and ghostly dreamscapes.

Salvage the Bones
By Jessmyn Ward

ISBN: 978-1608196265

They heard it on the radio: A hurricane is coming, threatening the town of Bois
Sauvage, Mississippi. Esch’s hard-drinking father can feel it in his bones. Esch
and her brothers are trying to help prepare, but there are other worries, too.
Skeetah is watching his prized pit bull, helpless as her new litter dies one by
one. Randall, when not preoccupied with basketball, is busy looking after the
youngest, Junior. And Esch, fifteen and motherless among men, has just
realized that she’s pregnant. The children of this family have always been short
on nurture, but they are fiercely loyal to one another. It is together that they
will face the building storm -- and the day that will dawn after.

https://www.keplers.com/book/9780553418026
https://www.keplers.com/book/9781250175465
https://www.keplers.com/book/9781608196265

